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W

e, the people of Saint Vincent DePaul Parish in the
Archdiocese of Saint Louis, Missouri, are committed to
following Jesus Christ, Evangelizer of the poor.
We do this through:




Eucharistic centered worship and continued spiritual formation.
Service to the poor and oppressed.
Preaching the Gospel by word and action in an ecumenical spirit.

Janitorial

Organizations / Activities
Vincent’s Community Outreach (VCO)
Teresa Corby — After School Program
Paul Freeman — Liturgy Committee
Let’s Start: 314-241-2324

By: Deacon Terry Collins
The four evangelists (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John) share the same basic outline in their
Passion Narratives. Each, however, arranges the story in his own manner and includes some
details that the others do not.
Take, for example, the basic element of with whom Jesus was crucified. All the Gospels note
that Jesus was crucified with two others, one on his right and the other on his left. However,
only in Luke’s Gospel, heard today on Palm Sunday, do we have the scene wherein the one
criminal rebukes the other criminal for joining those mocking Jesus. And so, in Luke’s Gospel
we have the famous dialogue in which the last words Jesus speaks to another human person
are addressed to this criminal who came to Jesus’ defense: “Amen, I say to you, today you will
be with me in Paradise.” (His very last words were addressed to his heavenly Father).
Now, Scripture scholars debate the source of this dialogue. Was it part of an oral tradition
that only Luke had access to? Did Luke take a certain “Amen saying” that had come to him in
the tradition and insert it into his Passion Narrative? Or is this a detail that is simply a creation
of Luke? Perhaps, it is best to leave these debates to the scholars and focus on WHY Luke has
this detail in his Passion Narrative.
We recall that the first recorded words of Jesus’ public ministry in Luke’s Gospel were his
quoting a passage from Isaiah that God “has anointed me . . . to proclaim liberty to captives.”
How fitting that his last encounter includes a promise to a captive to be with him in Paradise.
Indeed, this theme of mercy is highlighted throughout Luke’s Passion Narrative. Jesus heals
the servant’s ear in the arrest scene. He expresses concern for the Daughters of Jerusalem
while carrying his cross to Calvary. On the cross, he asks forgiveness for those who crucify him.
As we reflect on this detail from Luke’s Gospel of the two criminals crucified with Jesus, we
are reminded that we must choose to be open to the offer of God’s mercy. His mercy is always
and everywhere on offer. It is up to us to accept or reject it.
The criminal who rebukes Jesus can only see the situation from his very small mind. He is
trying to hold onto the one thing he still has, his biological existence. If this Jesus is the
Messiah, he should be using that power to save himself and, oh by the way, save me while you
are at it! This criminal is too small-minded to receive the very offer of mercy that is literally at
his side.
The other criminal has a mind that can somehow imagine a merciful God. He recognizes his
own sinfulness and the goodness of the one being unjustly punished. His heart is open to the
saving mercy of God.

And so, brothers and sisters, how shall we encounter the Crucified Lord this Holy Week?
With a small mind, grasping and trying to hold on to temporal goods like wealth, pleasure,
power, and status? Or shall we approach with a great mind, open to the abundant life
pouring forth from the Incarnation of Divine Mercy.
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THE MESSAGE OF CHRIST’S LOVE

“Make it a practice to judge
persons and things in the most
favorable light at all times and
under all circumstances.”

From the proclamation of the Gospel at the beginning of the
liturgy, we know that today is different, not only because we
hear two Gospel passages, or because we hold palms and
move in procession. Today begins Holy Week, a time set
apart, a week in which to listen, pray, reflect, and take to
heart the truth of Christ’s passion, crucifixion, death, and
ultimately, resurrection. It takes a week, and a lifetime, to
truly hear the message of Christ’s love. It is difficult for us to
comprehend that Jesus willingly sacrificed himself, so we
must hear the story again and again. Let this week be for us a
new moment of faith in which we, together with the criminal
who was crucified with Christ, cry out, “Jesus, remember me
when you come into your kingdom.”

― St. Vincent De Paul

For more information on our Outreach
Services, please visit our non-profit,
Vincent’s Community Outreach (VCO):

ESSENTIAL REDUCTION
All my theology is reduced to this narrow compass: “Jesus
Christ came into the world to save sinners.”

VCO-STL.ORG
Mass Schedule:
Mon-Fri:
Saturday:
Sunday:
Holidays:

12:05pm
4:30pm
9:00am & 11:00am
9:00am

We will continue live-streaming of the 9:00a Mass
available on our website for your convenience,
should you choose to stay home:

Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord
Almighty ever-living God,
who as an example of humility
for the human race to follow
caused our Savior to take flesh and submit to the Cross,
graciously grant that we may heed
his lesson of patient suffering
and so merit a share in his Resurrection.
Who lives and reigns with you
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.

Reflection question:
How can I heed Jesus’ lesson of patient suffering?

The Lord God is my help, therefore I am not disgraced.
— Isaiah 50:7a

WWW.STVSTL.ORG
PARISH OFFICE HOURS:

8:30AM - 4:30PM

Monday - Friday, Sat (9a-4p)
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We pray for all
who are sick and
their caregivers:
Tom Murphy
Robert Flick
Sharon Ryan
Marian Junge
Dianna Wozniak
Bob Rauscher, Jr.
Charles Sims
Belinda Milton
Barb Thomas
Deidre Cason
Karen Howard
Avry Rollberg

Mary Horridge
Miguel Quesada
Josie Carter
Nathaniel Harris
Parker Jackson & Family
John Edler
John Pearcy
Chris Kerlick
Tom McCleery
Ronnie Williams
Don & Beth Karp
Norm Stanard

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

Apr 09
Apr 09
Apr 09
Apr 09
Apr 09
Apr 09
Apr 10
Apr 10
Apr 10
Apr 11
Apr 11
Apr 11
Apr 12
Apr 13
Apr 13
Apr 13
Apr 14
Apr 15

Patrick Byron
Katie Hepner
Gerry Leeker
Blake Oberkramer
Sydney Stephens
Nick Wingbermuehle
Andrew Eckhard
Paul Martin
Ora Wooldridge
Carol Padberg
Keith Raibley
Tina Wallace
April Childres
Rosalind LeComb
Mary Kay McKenzie
Maddax Myer
Sarah Krahl
Stephen Olson

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!
**NEW GUIDELINES RE. PRAYER LIST:**
Pursuant to new guidelines set forth by the Archdiocese in
accordance with HIPPA, we may only honor requests by
parishioners or immediate family for the Bulletin Prayer List.
Names will only appear for a 30 day period. Thank you.

Apr 10
Apr 12
Apr 12
Apr 13
Apr 14

Tim & Lynn Kersting
Joshua & Betsy Jones
Lou & Dinah Risk
Phillip & Jeanne Fusselman
Lloyd & Mary Deeker

23 yrs
14 yrs
20 yrs
15 yrs
15 yrs

Please pray for the following residents
In nursing homes:
Mary Leimkuehler & Patricia Dannenberger
“And now these three remain: faith, hope and love.
But the greatest of these is love. 1 Corinthians 13:13.”

MASS INTENTIONS:
Saturday, Apr 09
4:30p Sharon Hodges
Sunday, Apr 10
9:00a People of Ukraine
11:00a Gloria Mungaray
Monday, Apr 11
12:05p Super Family
Tuesday, Apr 12
12:05p Super Family
Wednesday, Apr 13
12:05p Joseph Jung
Thursday, Apr 14
12:05p George Mizerany
Friday, Apr 15
12:05p Our Volunteers
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NOTE: **Please see our bulletin insert regarding the needs of our
upcoming Online Auction:

On Saturday, May 7, 2022
Our theme this year is “Around the World” so all of our packages
will center around a country or region of the United States. All
packages will have a theme with that in mind. If you have any ideas
for packages please feel free to shop, donate any items you think
would be relevant, or you can even donate a trip since we aren’t
able to host a live Auction.
If you aren’t a big shopper and prefer to donate a gift card instead,
we can use that to purchase items to fill in baskets. Please
remember ALL donations are tax-deductible.
To keep with our theme and keep it simple, this year we will not be
doing our wine pull or balloon raffle, but will still be doing our most
important aspect of all—our annual “Fund –A-Need” program.

www.stvstl.org
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What did Pope Francis Say?
Vatican City

To understand whether we are true disciples of the Master or not, we need to think
about how we view ourselves. The accusers of the woman were convinced that they had
nothing to learn. Their outward appearance was impeccable, yet they lacked the truth of
the heart. They represent those believers who in every age make faith part of their
façade; they present an impressive and solemn exterior, yet they lack interior poverty, the greatest treasure of the
human heart. For Jesus, what really counts is openness and docility on the part of those who do not consider
themselves secure, but recognize their need for salvation. It is good for us then, whenever we pray, but also
whenever we participate in lovely religious services, to ask ourselves if we are truly attuned to the Lord. We can
ask him straightaway, “Jesus, here I am with you, but what is it that you want from me? What is in my heart, in my
life, that you want me to change? How do you want me to regard others?” Praying like that will do us good,
because the Master is not content with appearances; he seeks the truth of the heart. Once we open our hearts to
him in truth, he can work wonders in us.
We see this in the woman caught in adultery. Her situation seemed hopeless, but then a new and unexpected
horizon opened up before her. She was insulted and awaiting merciless judgment and severe punishment. Yet to
her amazement, she finds herself acquitted by God, who points her to a future she did not at all anticipate: “Has
no one condemned you?” – Jesus says to her – “Neither do I condemn you; go, and do not sin again” (vv. 10.11).
What a difference there is between the Master and the woman’s accusers! They cited the Scriptures to condemn
her; Jesus, the very Word of God, completely rehabilitates the woman, restoring her hope. From this story, we
learn that any judgment that is not inspired and moved by charity only serves to make things worse for those who
receive it. God, on the other hand, always leaves room for second chance; he can always find paths that lead to
liberation and salvation.
Forgiveness changed that woman’s life. Mercy and misery embraced. Mercy and misery met there, and the
woman’s life changed. We can even speculate whether, after being forgiven by Jesus, she was able in turn to
forgive others. Perhaps she even came to see her accusers no longer as harsh and wicked men, but as the
means that led to her encounter with Jesus. The Lord also wants us, his disciples, his Church, likewise forgiven
by him, to become tireless witnesses of reconciliation. Witnesses of a God for whom the word “irredeemable”
does not exist, a God who always forgives. God always forgives. We are the ones who get tired of asking for f
orgiveness. Our God is a God who never stops believing in us and always gives us a chance to start anew. There
is no sin or failure that we can bring before him that cannot become the opportunity for starting to live a new and
different life under the banner of mercy. There is no sin that cannot be treated in this manner. God forgives
everything. He forgives every sin.
This is the Lord Jesus. We truly know him when we experience his forgiveness, and when, like the woman in the
Gospel, we discover that God comes to us through our inner woundedness. That is indeed where the Lord loves
to make himself known, for he came not for the healthy but for the sick (cf. Mt 9:12). Today, that woman, who
found mercy amid her misery and who went away healed by Jesus’ forgiveness, invites us, as Church, to return
to the school of the Gospel, to learn from the God of hope who never ceases to surprise us. If we imitate him, we
will not be inclined to focus on condemning sins, but on setting out with love in search of sinners. We will be content with those already present, but will go out in search of those absent. We will not go back to pointing fingers,
but will start listening. We will not discard the despised, but view as first those whom others consider least.
Brothers and sisters, this is what Jesus teaches us today by his example. Let us allow him to amaze us. Let us
joyfully welcome the good news he brings.

GREAT NEWS! St. Vincent’s won a $5,000 donation given by the Annual Catholic Appeal
(ACA). This is the 2nd year St. Vincent’s has been lucky enough to be the recipient of one
of the ACA’s donations. Because the ACA has been so generous to us, we ask that all
Parishioners please return the favor and participate during this year’s upcoming appeal,
beginning April 23. We thank you in advance, as we wish to pay it forward.
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SAVE THE DATE!

Schedule for Masses:

St. Vincent’s Spring Picnic
Holy Thursday

7:00pm

Good Friday

7:00pm

Holy Saturday

8:00pm

Easter Sunday
9:00am & 11:00am

Lafayette Square Saturday Night
Concert Series

Saturday, June 18th
6:00 - 9:00p
Please bring your own food, beverages
and a lawn chair / picnic blanket.
More details coming soon….

Beginning in April,

Our MEALS Program
Returns to its regular time

5:00 - 6:00pm
Page 6

JOB OPENING:
St. Vincent DePaul Parish is looking to
hire a Full-Time Bookkeeper.

To learn more & apply,
Email:

Careers@archstl.org
www.stvstl.org
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Wine Raffle

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTS:
We are still in need of bottles of wine

valued at $25 & above for our wine pull.
The higher the value of wine, the more
entries you receive for our Grand Raffle!

2022 UPDATES:

Volunteer Update: If you would like to volunteer for our lunch window or Meals
program, please contact Pat Poehling, (Volunteer Coordinator) with questions or to
sign up. Email: mspat@stvstl.org Phone: (314) 231-9328.











Coffee & Donuts: We still need volunteers to help with this great fellowship
opportunity. We are looking for volunteers for both the 9:00am post-Mass shift &
the 11:00am post-Mass shift. Volunteers would just need to help with serving
donuts, pouring coffee, and minimal cleanup. If you are interested, please contact
Pat Poehling (mspat@stvstl.org)
Senior Bingo: We have resumed our Senior Bingo program , run by the Ladies of
Charity, EVERY THURSDAY OF THE MONTH. Doors open at 10:00a and we ask for a
$2 donation. Lunch and dessert will be served at 11:00a. Bingo ends at 1:00p.
Rummage Sale: The Ladies of Charity have resumed their monthly Rummage Sale.
It is held at St Vincent’s on the 1st Saturday of every month from 9:00a - 11:00a.
Our next sale will be Saturday, May 7.
Suds of Love: Our “Suds of Love” laundry program will be held at the Soulard
Landromat. The dates/times for April are: Thurs, Apr 14 from 3:30 - 6:30pm and
Thursday, April 28 from 10:00a - 1:00p.
Eucharistic Adoration: All are welcome to join us every Friday from the conclusion
of Noon Mass up until 6:00pm. Your gift of a weekly (or even just monthly) visit to
be present for Eucharistic Adoration will slowly change you. You may contact
Deacon Terry Collins in person, or by email: tcollins113@stlcc.edu or by phone:
(708) 439-6806.
SAVE THE DATE!: Our 2022 Online Auction will be held on Saturday, May 7. Stay
tuned for further details, but be sure to mark your calendars now!
Criminal Justice Ministries (CJM): CJM will resume meeting on the last Saturday of
every month in the large meeting room at St. Vincent’s.
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Information Sheet
St. Vincent DePaul Parish (#940600)
Bulletin #: 940600
# of Copies: 150
*Please deliver to address below (ring buzzer on 10th St. entrance)

St. Vincent DePaul Parish
1408 South 10th St.
St. Louis, MO 63104
Phone: 314-231-9328, x.26

Contact: Laura Kelly (Director of Development & Communications)
Email: laura@stvstl.org
Cell phone: 314-231-9328 **(Always call this number first.)

Sunday Date for Publication: April 10, 2022
Pages Sent: 8 (including info sheet)

