
 
May 13, 2025 

We begin all of our prayer in the presence of our loving Creator; because we are all created 
in the very image and likeness of God! 

As a Christian community, we know this: 
We are all one in Christ 

Daily reflection:      (John Paul II, Mulieris Dignitatem, no. 7) 
“The image and likeness of God in man, created as man and woman, thus also 
expresses the "unity of the two" in a common humanity. This "unity of the two", 
which is a sign of interpersonal communion, shows that the creation of man 
is also marked by a certain likeness to the divine communion ("communio"). This 
likeness is a quality of the personal being of both man and woman, and is also a 
call and a task. The foundation of the whole human "ethos" is rooted in the 
image and likeness of God… 
In the "unity of the two", man and woman are called from the beginning not only 
to exist "side by side" or "together", but they are also called to exist mutually "one 
for the other". 

Daily call to action: 
In this message from John Paul II, we hear him once again harken back to human 
dignity born from the image and likeness of God. He speaks of the relation between 
men and women as the “unity of the two”, not just side-by-side, but “one for the 
other”. This shared and equal dignity demands just and equal treatment. 
Let us pray today for the wisdom and strength to find and eliminate inequality and 
injustice between men and women. 

Intercessions/ our prayer for our world: 
For Pope Leo XIV, may the Spirit guide him and bless him with wisdom and 
compassion. 
For world and government leaders, may they promote policies that respect the 
rights and dignity of women. 
For women who are victims of human trafficking, may they be freed from their 
servitude so that they can live in the dignity that they inherited from their Creator. 
For ourselves, that we will root out our own prejudices and discriminations. 

Blessing: (the prayer of Aaron over the people of God: Num. 6:23b–26) 
May the Lord bless you and keep you! 
May the Lord let his face shine upon you, and be gracious to you! 
May the Lord look upon you kindly and give you peace! 
And we say together with all of the people of God: 
Amen. 

https://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/apost_letters/1988/documents/hf_jp-ii_apl_19880815_mulieris-dignitatem.html

