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We begin all of our prayer in the presence of our loving Creator; because we are all created
in the very image and likeness of God!

As a Christian community, we know this:
Everyone needs food to survive

Daily reflection: (Pope Francis, U.N. address; June 20, 2013)
“We are all aware that one of the first effects of grave food crises — and not
simply those caused by natural disasters or violent conflicts - is the
uprooting of individuals, families and communities. The separation is a
painful one; it is not limited to their lands, but extends to their entire
existential and spiritual environment, threatening and at times shattering
their few certainties in life. This process, which is now taking place
worldwide, demands that international relations once more be regulated by
their underlying ethical principles and recover the authentic spirit of
solidarity which can guarantee the effectiveness of every cooperative
undertaking.”

Daily call to action:

Pope Francis has continually pointed out that we all bear a collective responsibility
for the various crises that plague humanity. We live in a world in which so many
countries, including our own, are circling the wagons, as it were; hyper-
protectionism at the expense of human suffering. If nations cooperated, we could
solve so many problems —including food insecurity. It takes a “spirit of solidarity”.
Let’s pray today for the courage to reach out to civil leaders for more just policies.

Intercessions/ our prayer for our world:

That the Church will promote fair distribution of food resources between countries.
For countries facing famine, disease, hunger, or any other disaster; that the people
of the world will work together to bring relief.

For people in our own city who experience food insecurity; that God’s love will
inspire us to help them.

For all of us, that we will advocate for policies that ensure that no one goes hungry.

Blessing: (the prayer of Aaron over the people of God: Num. 6:23b-26)

May the Lord bless you and keep you!

May the Lord let his face shine upon you, and be gracious to you!
May the Lord look upon you kindly and give you peace!

And we say together with all of the people of God:

Amen.


https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/speeches/2013/june/documents/papa-francesco_20130620_38-sessione-fao.html

