
 
May 16, 2025 

We begin all of our prayer in the presence of our loving Creator; because we are all created 
in the very image and likeness of God! 

As a Christian community, we know this: 
We are all one in Christ 

Daily reflection:                (Pope Francis, Fratelli Tutti) 
“It frequently becomes clear that, in practice, human rights are not equal for 
all... While one part of humanity lives in opulence, another part sees its own 
dignity denied, scorned or trampled upon, and its fundamental rights 
discarded or violated.  What does this tell us about the equality of rights 
grounded in innate human dignity?  
Similarly, the organization of societies worldwide is still far from reflecting 
clearly that women possess the same dignity and identical rights as men. We 
say one thing with words, but our decisions and reality tell another story. 
Indeed, ‘doubly poor are those women who endure situations of exclusion, 
mistreatment and violence, since they are frequently less able to defend their 
rights”. 

Daily call to action: 
All people have equal rights and a shared human dignity. 
As Pope Francis points out, we say one thing but our decisions and our reality say 
something else. We are called to examine our decisions. Let’s find time today to 
examine our decisions about equality, both as individuals and as a society. 

Intercessions/ our prayer for our world: 
For Pope Leo XIV, may the Spirit guide him and bless him with wisdom and 
compassion. 
For world and government leaders, may they promote policies that respect the 
rights and dignity of women. 
For women who are victims of human trafficking, may they be freed from their 
servitude so that they can live in the dignity that they inherited from their Creator. 
For ourselves, that we will root out our own prejudices and discriminations. 

Blessing: (the prayer of Aaron over the people of God: Num. 6:23b–26) 
May the Lord bless you and keep you! 
May the Lord let his face shine upon you, and be gracious to you! 
May the Lord look upon you kindly and give you peace! 
And we say together with all of the people of God: 
Amen. 

https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html

