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We begin all of our prayer in the presence of our loving Creator; because we are all created
in the very image and likeness of God!

As a Christian community, we know this:
Women deserve the same respect as men

Daily reflection: (Jane Addams: Charity and Social Justice)
Jane Addams, the “Mother of Social Work”, became an advocate and activist in the
post-Industrial years of the late 19" Century. Inspired by the Protestant Social Gospel
movement which arose alongside Catholic Social Teaching, she founded Hull House in
Chicago to create structures to lift people out of poverty. In an address on Charity and
Social Justice she commented on the plight of widows and fatherless families:

“What do we see? A woman whose wages are fixed on the basis of individual
subsistence, who is quite unable to earn a family wage, is still held by a legal
obligation to support her children, with a desperate penalty of forfeiture if she
fails. To refuse relief to the mother of dependent children in order to compel her
to support them, is therefore manifestly absurd; to grant her relief not in support
of her economic insecurity, but merely in aid of her destitution, is an unending
process.”

Daily call to action:

Even today, women are often trapped into economic situations that their male
counterparts would not be subjected to.

Let us pray today for the wisdom to root out those structures that perpetuate what
Jane Addams identified as “manifestly absurd”.

Intercessions/ our prayer for our world:

For Pope Leo, may the Spirit guide him and bless him with wisdom and compassion.
For civic leaders, may they learn to see past their own biases and enact policies that
reflect the dignity of all individuals.

For women who are victims of violence or human trafficking, may find safety so that
they can forge a new path of their own choosing.

For ourselves, that we will look into our own hearts and discard the biases that we
hold on to.

Blessing: (the prayer of Aaron over the people of God: Num. 6:23b-26)

May the Lord bless you and keep you!

May the Lord let his face shine upon you, and be gracious to you!
May the Lord look upon you kindly and give you peace!

And we say together with all of the people of God:

Amen.
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