
 
May 15, 2025 

We begin all of our prayer in the presence of our loving Creator; because we are all created 
in the very image and likeness of God! 

As a Christian community, we know this: 
We are all one in Christ 

Daily reflection:         (Vincentian connection) 
Vincent DePaul was a master at recognizing the gifts that women bring to ministry, 
beginning with Louise de Marillac.  He expressed his belief that we are one in Christ 
Jesus and for him it meant calling forth the unique gifts of women to serve both 
corporally and spiritually.  In his day, religious communities would typically accept only 
well-to-do women from wealthy families or the nobility.  He writes:  “…the Divine 
Goodness has been pleased to call women from the country, first and foremost, to be 
members of your Company.”   Vincent not only trusted women, but “entrusted” them 
with the commission to proclaim the gospel as they engaged in works of charity. 

Daily call to action: 
The Easter readings have been reminding us that the Good Shepherd is intent on having 
ONE flock.  Jesus does not ignore our uniqueness, gifts, flaws and desires. Rather, he 
invites each of us as we ARE, to be fully participative members of the Christian life.  
Instead of putting up “gates” to separate us, he gently leads us to union.  Reflect for a 
few moments today on how we are tempted to shut our internal “gates” of separation 
toward certain individuals or groups; what would it take to open those gates?   Like 
Vincent, are we willing to reverence the gifts of women, children, the elderly, etc. so that 
together our lives proclaim: WE ARE ALL ONE IN CHRIST! 

Intercessions/ our prayer for our world: 
For Pope Leo XIV, may the Spirit guide him and bless him with wisdom and 
compassion. 
For world and government leaders, may they promote policies that respect the 
rights and dignity of women. 
For women who are victims of human trafficking, may they be freed from their 
servitude so that they can live in the dignity that they inherited from their Creator. 
For ourselves, that we will root out our own prejudices and discriminations. 

Blessing: (the prayer of Aaron over the people of God: Num. 6:23b–26) 
May the Lord bless you and keep you! 
May the Lord let his face shine upon you, and be gracious to you! 
May the Lord look upon you kindly and give you peace! 
And we say together with all of the people of God: 
Amen. 


