
 
April 23, 2025 

We begin all of our prayer in the presence of our loving Creator; because we are all created 
in the very image and likeness of God! 

As a Christian community, we know this: 
“Clear out the old yeast.” 

Daily reflection:                  (Role model: Pope Francis) 
Jorge Mario Bergoglio was born to immigrant parents in Argentina. He was the only 
pope to take on the name “Francis”, after his own favorite role model, Francis of 
Assisi. He remarked, "For me, he is the man of poverty, the man of peace, the man 
who loves and protects creation; these days we do not have a very good relationship 
with creation, do we?" 
As Pope Francis, he advocated for the rights of migrants, for welcoming and loving 
everyone (“Who am I to condemn?”), for people who live in poverty and hunger, for 
people in prison, and for the environment, among many other things. 
In his encyclical, Laudato Si’, he once again addresses the idea of the Universal 
Destination of Goods. The fact that inequities exist in our world, “becomes a 
question of fidelity to the Creator, since God created the world for everyone”. 
Francis’ repeated emphasis on the common good reflected his conviction that 
everything is connected, that the common good is not just about the here and now 
but also about the future.  

Daily call to action: 
Let us pray today for the grace to follow Pope Francis’ example and his commitment 
to reducing inequities by pursuing the common good! 

Intercessions/ our prayer for our world: 
For all who are leaders in the Church, may they live in sincerity and truth, rejecting 
hatred and promoting the love of Christ. 
For all countries, may they share resources so that people everywhere have food. 
For people in our own city who experience food insecurity; that God’s love will 
inspire us to help them and to find solutions to the problem of hunger. 
For each of us, that we will rid ourselves of old leaven that spreads harm around us. 

Blessing: (the prayer of Aaron over the people of God: Num. 6:23b–26) 
May the Lord bless you and keep you! 
May the Lord let his face shine upon you, and be gracious to you! 
May the Lord look upon you kindly and give you peace! 
And we say together with all of the people of God: 
Amen. 


