
 
May 20, 2025 

We begin all of our prayer in the presence of our loving Creator; because we are all created 
in the very image and likeness of God! 

As a Christian community, we know this: 
Women deserve the same respect as men 

Daily reflection:     (Catholic Social Teaching: Social Reconstruction) 
In the decades following Pope Leo XIII’s Rerum Novarum, the new ideas of Catholic 
Social Teaching began to take on more focus. In the U.S., the bishops promoted a 
number of concepts regarding social reconstruction: a living wage, distributive 
justice, regulated capitalism, etc. One of the principle authors of much of this was 
Father John Ryan, who introduced the concept of a living wage and insisted that 
men and women be paid the same amount for the same work. Many of Father 
Ryan’s ideas became reflected in the New Deal of the 1930s. 
His idea of equal pay for equal work received some criticism within society and 
within the Church; it was thought by some that this would erode established gender 
roles. Ultimately, the U. S. bishops incorporated these ideas into Catholic Social 
thought. 

Daily call to action: 
Sometimes perceived “traditional” gender roles are so entrenched that they get in the 
way of people exercising their own rights and dignity. Our shared human dignity 
demands economic and social equality between men and women. 
Let us pray today for women who experience inequality and for changes in public policy. 

Intercessions/ our prayer for our world: 
For Pope Leo, may the Spirit guide him and bless him with wisdom and compassion. 
For civic leaders, may they learn to see past their own biases and enact policies that 
reflect the dignity of all individuals. 
For women who are victims of violence or human trafficking, may find safety so that 
they can forge a new path of their own choosing. 
For ourselves, that we will look into our own hearts and discard the biases that we 
hold on to. 

Blessing: (the prayer of Aaron over the people of God: Num. 6:23b–26) 
May the Lord bless you and keep you! 
May the Lord let his face shine upon you, and be gracious to you! 
May the Lord look upon you kindly and give you peace! 
And we say together with all of the people of God: 
Amen. 


