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We begin all of our prayer in the presence of our loving Creator; because we are all created
in the very image and likeness of God!

As a Christian community, we know this:
God’s image takes many forms

Daily reflection: (Gaudium et Spes)
Papal encyclicals take their title from the opening words of the document itself —in
the case of Gaudium et Spes, it begins, “The joys and hopes, the griefs and
anxieties...” of people in the modern world are shared by all. Even though Church
documents written in Latin use masculine words to talk about humanity, this
document from Vatican Il goes on to talk about the “image of God” and our shared
reality. We are created in the image of God, but none of us is the complete picture.

“But God did not create man as a solitary, for from the beginning "male and
female he created them". Their companionship produces the primary form of
interpersonal communion. For by his innermost nature man is a social being,
and unless he relates himself to others he can neither live nor develop his
potential.”
God’s image and likeness take many forms, including female. To deny this is to deny
the nature of our Creator. Itis only together that we begin to see a clearer image.

Daily call to action:

Let us pray today for a greater appreciation of the many nuances of God’s own
nature in us. Let us pray that our world will celebrate and honor those nuances.

Intercessions/ our prayer for our world:

For Pope Leo, may he help us to see the likeness of God in everyone that we
encounter.

For leaders of nations, may they see beyond their own interests and seek the good
of all.

For all who feel unseen — may they learn to reflect the radiance of God within them.
For ourselves, that we will look into our mirrors and see all those who surround us
with Christ’s love.

Blessing: (the prayer of Aaron over the people of God: Num. 6:23b-26)

May the Lord bless you and keep you!

May the Lord let his face shine upon you, and be gracious to you!
May the Lord look upon you kindly and give you peace!

And we say together with all of the people of God.:

Amen.


https://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_const_19651207_gaudium-et-spes_en.html

