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We begin all of our prayer in the presence of our loving Creator; because we are all created
in the very image and likeness of God!

As a Christian community, we know this:
We must act with preference for those who are oppressed!

Daily reflection: (Sr. Rosalie Rendu, DC)
On February 9, 1856 a funeral procession of thousands of people made their way
through the streets of Paris. This was not for a state dignitary, but rather a 70-year-
old Daughter of Charity who spent her life “on the streets” caring for the oppressed
and neglected. Her death card read as follows: Sister Rosalie Rendu was the “eye of
the blind, the foot of the lame, the mother of the poor and the support of the
orphan”. Some of us may remember another Daughter of St. Vincent, Sister
Christina, who labored tirelessly in the Soulard neighborhood and was known to be
tough as nails but with a heart that melted for those in need.

Daily decision for action:

These women had something in common; they acted for the sake of people who felt
they had no voice, no place at the table. Who comes to mind for you? Who is most
vulnerable? How do we find ways to act on their behalf? Do we pray for them? Do
we remember them at the Eucharist? Do we have the tenacity to serve others in the
manner of Sisters Rosalie and Chris, always going the extra mile? May God bless
our efforts to recognize and advocate for all who are oppressed.

Intercessions/ our prayer for our world:

For Pope Francis, that he will be given strength to return to good health so that he
might continue to guide the people of God.

For anyone who suffers oppression and injustice of any kind, may they know and
feel the support of the Christian community.

For those who are bound unjustly, may our actions and decisions help release them.

For all of us, that we will be more and more aware of how our decisions affect
others.

Blessing: (the prayer of Aaron over the people of God: Num. 6:23b—26)
May the Lord bless you and keep you!
May the Lord let his face shine upon you, and be gracious to you!
May the Lord look upon you kindly and give you peace!

And we say together with all of the people of God:

Amen.



