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We begin all of our prayer in the presence of our loving Creator; because we are all created 

in the very image and likeness of God! 
 
As a Christian community, we know this: 

We must act with preference for those who are oppressed! 
 

Daily reflection:                       (Pope Francis, General Audience; August 19, 2020) 
At the peak of the COVID-19 pandemic, Pope Francis told us this: 

“The pandemic has exposed the plight of the poor and the great inequality 
that reigns in the world. And the virus, while it does not distinguish between 
people, has found, in its devastating path, great inequalities and 
discrimination. And it has exacerbated them! ...On the one hand, it is 
essential to find a cure for this small but terrible virus, which has brought the 
whole world to its knees. On the other, we must also cure a larger virus, that 
of social injustice, inequality of opportunity, marginalisation, and the lack of 
protection for the weakest.” 

Daily decision for action: 
Again, Pope Francis reminds us that our collective choices have consequences. When we 
build structural inequality into our economic system, into our health system, the ones who 
disproportionately suffer the disastrous effects are those who are the most defenseless 
against those in power who are making the decisions. 
Choices have consequences. Elections have consequences. What choices will we make? 

Intercessions/ our prayer for our world: 
For Pope Francis, that he will be given strength to return to good health so that he 
might continue to guide the people of God. 
For anyone who suffers oppression and injustice of any kind, may they know and 
feel the support of the Christian community. 
For those who are bound unjustly, may our actions and decisions help release them. 
For all of us, that we will be more and more aware of how our decisions affect 
others. 

Blessing: (the prayer of Aaron over the people of God: Num. 6:23b–26) 
May the Lord bless you and keep you! 
May the Lord let his face shine upon you, and be gracious to you! 
May the Lord look upon you kindly and give you peace! 

And we say together with all of the people of God: 
Amen. 

https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/audiences/2020/documents/papa-francesco_20200819_udienza-generale.html

