
 
May 8, 2025 

We begin all of our prayer in the presence of our loving Creator; because we are all created 
in the very image and likeness of God! 

As a Christian community, we know this: 
“Every human is sacred.” 

Daily reflection:            (Vincentian connection: Frederic Ozanam) 
Frederic Ozanam, a brilliant Parisian scholar, faithful husband and father, had an 
awakening to the plight of persons living in poverty, while he himself was comfortably 
well-provided-for, in 1833.  Frederic recognized that every human is sacred; his action 
plan is now known as the Society of St. Vincent DePaul.  Their worldwide vision is to 
“promote the integral dignity of people in need”.  Integral dignity is not earned; it is a gift 
of God’s grace, and we profess this belief by our actions with and for the wellbeing of 
others.  How do I practice this tenet of deep meaning for us today? 

Daily call to action: 
Sometimes it’s not the anonymous person on the street corner, but rather our co-
workers, spouses, children, community members who seem to challenge our belief in 
the non-negotiable, inherent dignity of each person.  First of all we must reverence 
ourselves as unique sons/daughters of God. Then we can practice reverencing each 
person today as if they were the most important person in the world; they are.  Today’s 
gospel proclaims Jesus as the Bread of Life.  Treating others with the dignity they 
deserve is a way of “feeding others” for this kind of interaction is always life-giving.  

Intercessions/ our prayer for our world: 
For our Church, may it always be an example of love and life to all people. 
For the College of Cardinals as they gather to elect a new pope, may the Spirit guide 
them and give them wisdom. 
For world and government leaders, may they promote policies that respect the 
rights and dignity of women. 
For mothers everywhere, may we give thanks for their care and their love, and may 
God fill them with joy. 

Blessing: (the prayer of Aaron over the people of God: Num. 6:23b–26) 
May the Lord bless you and keep you! 
May the Lord let his face shine upon you, and be gracious to you! 
May the Lord look upon you kindly and give you peace! 
And we say together with all of the people of God: 
Amen. 

https://www.ssvpglobal.org/en/

