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We begin all of our prayer in the presence of our loving Creator; because we are all created
in the very image and likeness of God!

As a Christian community, we know this:
“Every human is sacred.”

Daily reflection: (Mary, the Mother of God)
The Council of Chalcedon declared Mary to be Theotokos, Mother of God. To believe
otherwise, they said, would be to divide Jesus’ nature in two —human (inferior) by
Mary, divine (superior) by God. But the Incarnation demands both the human and
the divine united in one person. Thus, Mary is truly the Mother of God.

These old theological debates can seem arcane —who really cares anymore? This
particular one about the Mother of God has something to tell us today. The fact that
God chose to entrust Jesus to Mary’s care highlights the dignity and the role of honor
that women play in our world.

Mary is sometimes referred to as the “New Eve”. In 1 Corinthians 11:12, we hear
about the Incarnation, “for as woman was made from man, so man is now born of
woman”. Our Lady of Guadalupe is depicted as pregnant, and trampling upon the
serpent who deceived Eve.

Daily call to action:

As we look ahead to Mothers’ Day this weekend, let us also look to the Mother of
God as an example and defender of the dignity of women. Let us pray for all
mothers, and for all women everywhere, that their dignity be honored by society.

Intercessions/ our prayer for our world:

For our Church, may it always be an example of love and life to all people.
For the College of Cardinals as they gather to elect a new pope, may the Spirit guide
them and give them wisdom.
For world and government leaders, may they promote policies that respect the
rights and dignity of women.
For mothers everywhere, may we give thanks for their care and their love, and may
God fill them with joy.
Blessing: (the prayer of Aaron over the people of God: Num. 6:23b-26)
May the Lord bless you and keep you!
May the Lord let his face shine upon you, and be gracious to you!
May the Lord look upon you kindly and give you peace!
And we say together with all of the people of God:

Amen.



