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We begin all of our prayer in the presence of our loving Creator; because we are all created
in the very image and likeness of God!

As a Christian community, we know this:
“Hunger is a global, human issue.”

Daily reflection: (Saint/Role Model: St. Joseph the Worker)
Tomorrow, we celebrate the Feast of St. Joseph the Worker. St. Joseph has 2 Feast
Days in our calendar — March 19" (as the husband of Mary) and May 15t (as Joseph
the Worker). May 1%t is celebrated in many countries as Labor Day; tomorrow’s Feast
Day adds a faith dimension to the recognition of human labor.
We don’t know a lot about Joseph but we do know that he was a carpenter and “a
just man”. He is the patron saint of workers.
Catholic Social Teaching has its beginning in defending the dignity of human labor —
in Pope Leo XllI’s encyclical Rerum Novarum. The Church teaches us that our own
labor, our creativity, is a participation in God’s ongoing creation activity. Yet some
people who work full-time cannot afford to feed their families. When we recognize
the dignity in human labor, we recognize that people must be able to obtain what
they need to survive.

Daily call to action:
Let us pray today for those who are unemployed, or under-employed. Let us pray for
those who have to work several jobs just to earn enough to feed their families.
Let us pray today for the strength to speak out for the dignity of human work and for
just wages for all who do work.

Intercessions/ our prayer for our world:
For all who are leaders in the Church, may they encourage everyone to share the
resources that our earth produces.
For leaders of nations, may they understand that our world, and world peace,
depend on equitable access to food.
For people in our own city who experience food insecurity, may they find what they
need to sustain their body and their spirit.

Blessing: (the prayer of Aaron over the people of God: Num. 6:23b-26)
May the Lord bless you and keep you!
May the Lord let his face shine upon you, and be gracious to you!
May the Lord look upon you kindly and give you peace!
And we say together with all of the people of God:

Amen.



