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We begin all of our prayer in the presence of our loving Creator; because we are all created
in the very image and likeness of God!

As a Christian community, we know this:
Women deserve the same respect as men

Daily reflection: (Proverbs 31)
“Who can find a woman of worth? Far beyond jewels is her value... She picks
out a field and acquires it; from her earnings she plants a vineyard. She girds
herself with strength; she exerts her arms with vigor... She reaches out her
hands to the poor, and extends her arms to the needy.”

Much of scripture is seen through a patriarchal lens, reflecting the cultural norms
embraced by the authors. But occasionally we get a different glimpse, like this one
from the book of Proverbs. We find a description of women acting with agency,
respected and trusted; and reaching out to those in need.

We still live with patriarchal biases. Yet these words from Proverbs encourage us to
see beyond those biases and to build new societal structures that are more
equitable.

Daily call to action:

It takes a certain strength of will to step outside of our biases and to see things
differently. It requires that we recognize that we have biases.

Let us pray today for the insight to recognize our biases and for the strength to see
the world around us differently.

Intercessions/ our prayer for our world:

For Pope Leo, may the Spirit guide him and bless him with wisdom and compassion.
For civic leaders, may they learn to see past their own biases and enact policies that
reflect the dignity of all individuals.

For women who are victims of violence or human trafficking, may find safety so that
they can forge a new path of their own choosing.

For ourselves, that we will look into our own hearts and discard the biases that we
hold on to.

Blessing: (the prayer of Aaron over the people of God: Num. 6:23b-26)

May the Lord bless you and keep you!

May the Lord let his face shine upon you, and be gracious to you!
May the Lord look upon you kindly and give you peace!

And we say together with all of the people of God:

Amen.



