
 
May 23, 2025 

We begin all of our prayer in the presence of our loving Creator; because we are all created 
in the very image and likeness of God! 

As a Christian community, we know this: 
Women deserve the same respect as men 

Daily reflection:      (Pope Francis, Amoris Laetitia, #54) 
In Pope Francis’ apostolic exhortation, “The Joy of Love”, he addresses the many 
challenges that face families in our world. He particularly addresses some of the 
unjust ways in which women are treated. 

“I would like to stress the fact that, even though significant advances have 
been made in the recognition of women’s rights and their participation in 
public life, in some countries much remains to be done to promote these 
rights.  Unacceptable customs still need to be eliminated… There are those 
who believe that many of today’s problems have arisen because of feminine 
emancipation.  This argument, however, is not valid, “it is false, untrue, a form 
of male chauvinism”. The equal dignity of men and women makes us rejoice 
to see old forms of discrimination disappear, and within families there is a 
growing reciprocity.” 

Daily call to action: 
When Pope Francis says, “in some countries”, that includes our own. Other 
countries might face other challenges, but we can do something about inequities 
here at home. Let us pray for an end to discrimination and the growth of reciprocity. 

Intercessions/ our prayer for our world: 
For Pope Leo, may the Spirit guide him and bless him with wisdom and compassion. 
For civic leaders, may they learn to see past their own biases and enact policies that 
reflect the dignity of all individuals. 
For women who are victims of violence or human trafficking, may find safety so that 
they can forge a new path of their own choosing. 
For ourselves, that we will look into our own hearts and discard the biases that we 
hold on to. 

Blessing: (the prayer of Aaron over the people of God: Num. 6:23b–26) 
May the Lord bless you and keep you! 
May the Lord let his face shine upon you, and be gracious to you! 
May the Lord look upon you kindly and give you peace! 
And we say together with all of the people of God: 
Amen. 

https://www.vatican.va/content/dam/francesco/pdf/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20160319_amoris-laetitia_en.pdf

