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We begin all of our prayer in the presence of our loving Creator; because we are all created
in the very image and likeness of God!

As a Christian community, we know this:
“Clear out the old yeast.”

Daily reflection: (Catholic Social Teaching & Pope Francis)
Pope Francis celebrated the resurrection of our Lord on Easter Sunday with tens of
thousands of people in St. Peter’s Square, and then he went home to be with our Lord.
As we mourn and remember him, let’s recall how his papacy challenged us, challenged
the world.

Pope Francis worked to bring concepts from Catholic Social Teaching into everyday life,
everyday decisions. Those concepts get put into different groups, but the U.S. Bishops
have identified 7 basic themes: Life and Dignity of the Human Person; Call to Family,
Community, and Participation; Rights and Responsibilities; Option for the Poor and
Vulnerable; The Dignity of Work and the Rights of Workers; Solidarity; and Care for God's
Creation.

All of itis rooted in the dignity of each human person, created in the image of God. As
such, Pope Francis always talked about “the common good”. Since we share a common
dignity, we must always work for the common good. As simple as that.

Daily call to action:

When Francis was elected, his first words to the world were “Pray for me.”
Let us pray today for the intercession of Pope Francis, that as he is greeted by our
Lord, he will intercede on our behalf. Let us commit ourselves to the common good!

Intercessions/ our prayer for our world:

For all who are leaders in the Church, may they live in sincerity and truth, rejecting
hatred and promoting the love of Christ.

For all countries, may they share resources so that people everywhere have food.
For people in our own city who experience food insecurity; that God’s love will
inspire us to help them and to find solutions to the problem of hunger.

For each of us, that we will rid ourselves of old leaven that spreads harm around us.

Blessing: (the prayer of Aaron over the people of God: Num. 6:23b-26)

May the Lord bless you and keep you!

May the Lord let his face shine upon you, and be gracious to you!
May the Lord look upon you kindly and give you peace!

And we say together with all of the people of God:

Amen.



