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We begin all of our prayer in the presence of our loving Creator; because we are all created
in the very image and likeness of God!

As a Christian community, we know this:
I am my brother & sister’s keeper!

Daily reflection: (from “Brothers and Sisters to Us”, USCCB 1979)
“Racism is an evil which endures in our society and in our Church. Despite apparent
advances and even significant changes in the last two decades, the reality of racism
remains... we wish to call attention to the persistent presence of racism and in
particular to the relationship between racial and economic justice. Racism and
economic oppression are distinct but interrelated forces which dehumanize our
society... Racism is a sin: a sin that divides the human family, blots out the image of
God among specific members of that family, and violates the fundamental human
dignity of those called to be children of the same Father.”

Daily call to action:

In 1979 the U.S. bishops published the pastoral letter, “Brothers and Sisters to Us”.
In it, they draw very clear lines from racial injustice directly to economic injustice.
They call attention to the fact that we are all children of God. Here in 2025, we also
acknowledge that some progress has been made, but not nearly enough. If the sin of
racism “blots out the image of God among specific members of that family”, then
what can we do to help make the image of God in each person visible again?

Intercessions/ our prayer for our world:

For civil leaders, that they will enact policies that uphold the dignity of all persons.

For those who enforce civil policies and the law, that they will do so with equity and
respect for all.

For anyone who suffers injustice, that our example of love for each other will help to
bring comfort to them and change the hearts of those who spread hate.

For the people in our city, that we will all respect each other and work together to
build a strong community.

Blessing: (the prayer of Aaron over the people of God: Num. 6:23b—26)
May the Lord bless you and keep you!
May the Lord let his face shine upon you, and be gracious to you!
May the Lord look upon you kindly and give you peace!

And we say together with all of the people of God:

Amen.


https://www.usccb.org/committees/african-american-affairs/brothers-and-sisters-us

