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“God Has Lifted Up the Lowly”
(By Regina Siegfried, ASC)

Sometimes Marian feasts such as the Immaculate Conception (Dec. 8)
and today's feast of the Assumption become opportunities for theological
debate that obscures the power and presence of Mary in the lives of the people
in the pews. This is the weekend that our Vietnamese brothers and sisters
gather from all over the nation in Carthage, Missouri to celebrate Marian days,
since Mary is greatly revered in their culture. Some of our parishioners may
have visited the Shrine in Perryville. The presence and power of that simple
shrine to Mary has seeped into the lives of the people of the area so much so
that it is obvious that the faith for many residents of the area is as solid as the
rocks of the grotto. Across the river, the shrine of Our Lady of the Snows is yet
another witness to the enduring love for Mary, the mother of Jesus the Christ.

Mary is both the powerful, iconic woman with her foot on the serpent.
(Look up and to your right at the window above the choir's spot.) And, she is
the loving woman trudging over the dust-clogged roads of Galilee to visit her
cousin Elizabeth as recounted in the narrative of today's Gospel. Perhaps the
journey gave her time to reflect on God's greatness and to compose her
“Magnificat” that has echoed through the ages as a song of praise to the God
who cares for the poor and needy of the world. She becomes the
spokesperson for all who rejoice in their need to depend on the mercy of God.

God has indeed lifted up the lowly in the person of an ordinary woman
from Galilee who said a yes for a mission bigger than herself. Many of us are
both challenged and encouraged to reach beyond and out of ourselves to visit
the Elizabeths who become metaphors for people who need some gift that we
can offer them. That can be the message of today's feast rather than a futile
attempt to figure out what it means to be taken to heaven body and soul.

Ponder:
How is the “Magnificat” both song of
praise and challenge to the powerful
who oppress the lowly?
How can the message of the
“Magnificat” revise my image of Mary?

Do:
Reach out to another who will rejoice in
your presence.




lnistry Schedule

Saturday
August 21 % 4:30pm
L-Bob Gerth
L-Natalie Cox
M-Harriett Cox
M-Mary Eisenhauer
Sunday
August 22 " 9:00am
L-Pat Poehling
L-S. Mary Roch Rocklage

Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary

M-Steve Frei
M-Rich Pinter
. M-Dick Poehling
: # M-Joan Soaib
| M-Greg Stark
L # S# . S-Caroline Burton
% & S-Chris Koenig
11:00am
You can submit requests to the ! # " & L-Sharon Hodge
parish ?ﬁlce or email: | L-Laura Stobbs
bulletln@StVStl.Orq I % & M_Mary Ann Gerbln
M-Frances Russell
( S-Luke Parker
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9:00a Food pantry i (# (# # #
6:30p Let's Start $ ) ##
Wednesday, August 18 ™ oo #
6:30p Finance Committee $ )
Saturday, August 21 * %&" # # (
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SAVE THESE DATES #H
September 18 "
Let's Start the Music
September 26 !
Feast of St. Vincent DePaul Jubilee # $
Mass at 10am with the Archbishop %
th I # %&
October 16 0% +
Trivia Night
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15 Anna Juergens
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Tony Leone
Lindsay Morgan
lan O'Toole

Jim Votino

Kathy Camillo
Emily Poehling
Lorraine Sansoucie
Michael Zagarri
Rachael Brengle
Susan Kiel
Marsha Philip
Mary Ann Gerbin
Angie Wideman
Brian Fallon
Michael Zorich
Rob Ferber

Nick Frei

Matt Miller

Dan Scannell
Linda Bauer
Daielle Klevorn
Pat McGrath
Ruth Schiller
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Please keep all of our military in your

prayers during these trying times.
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those who are sick & their caregivers:
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those who are in need of special prayer,
especially those serving in the armed forces:
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All those who allow us to serve them at the
clothing window, Let’s Start, meals, and the
sandwich window.
for the deceased : “;!
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...to be stewards of your parish.
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Food Pantry wish List 58w
Pasta sauce Soup & $ $
Spaghetti noodles Cake Mixes
Rice Flour 3@‘* %$ & ( &
Beans Sugar -, & $ #
Ramen noodles Cooking Ol ) # 9
Canned fruit Canned meats *$ "
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Wine tasting

Learn about wine $20
: Admission
Learn what you like
Educate your palate

Park Avenue & Tenth Street
Saturday, September*1

7p—9p

[Doors open at 6:30p]
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