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Prayer Requires Persistence
(By Regina Siegfried, ASC)

Most parents are familiar with the child who wears them down by sheer
persistence, either by whining, begging, cajoling or constant asking. Listen carefully
to the reading from the Book of Genesis and the series of instructions and stories
Jesus tells the disciples in Luke's gospel. They're narratives about persistence in
asking, begging, and pleading. Abraham, in a typical Jewish stance, argues and
bargains with God not to punish the innocent with the guilty, haggling to whittle
down the numbers from finding fifty to discovering ten innocent people in sin-laden
Sodom. In the rest of the story, we know that the cities were ultimately destroyed.
A merciful God also acts with needed justice.

Luke's three-part account opens with a version of the familiar Lord's prayer.
The second section is the story of the persistent friend who bangs on the door at
midnight asking for bread to feed a visitor. Hospitality on both sides requires the
friend and the home owner to respond to the need. The third part of this Gospel
selection encourages persistence in prayer, for God will give “the Holy Spirit to
those who ask.” Petitioning for material things pales in comparison to asking for the
gift of the Spirit.

Most of us are wise enough to know that not all prayers are answered as
we would like them to be or think they should be. Most of us also know that our
persistent petitions don't control God who is always with us in the midst of
difficulties. Constant prayer keeps us in contact with God, whose presence with us
in the gift of the abiding Spirit, can change our attitudes. Several years ago, one of
the Let's Start women remarked that she “stays prayed up.” Staying prayed up is
more important than easy answers to hard situations.

Prayers of petition are good and necessary; most of us are really good at
asking God for significant and insignificant favors. Prayers of praise and
thanksgiving and gratitude can become as easy and familiar as constant begging if
we practice prayer persistently.

Ponder:
What is one of my persistent prayers?
Why?
What does our parish constantly pray for?
Why?

Do:
Spend time this week praising and
thanking God.
Work to be one of the ten just people who
finds God's blessings.




You can submit requests to the
parish office or email:

bulletin@stvstl.org
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lnistry Schedule

Saturday

July 31°" 4:30pm
L-Joe Cernich
L-Judy Cernich
M-Bob Sieckhaus
M-Judy Sieckhaus

Sunday

August 1 %' 9:00am
L-Linda Lipa
L-Lorraine McCready
M-Steve Frei
M-Mary Leimkuehler
M-Mark Lipa
M-Joan Soaib
M-Greg Stark
S-Brandon Remphry
S-Gabriella Stark

11:00am

L-Sharon Hodge
L-Chris Hanewinkel
M-Tish Hanewinkel
M-Frances Russell
S-Emanuel Parker

Sunday, July 25 ™"
5:00p Meals
Monday, July 26 ™
5:00p Meals
Tuesday, July 27
5:00p Meals
6:30p Let’'s Start
Wednesday, July 28 ™
5:00p Meals
Thursday, July 29 ™
5:00p Meals
Friday, July 30 ™
5:00p Meals
Saturday, July 31 *
9:00a Faith Formation
5:00p Meals
Sunday, August 1 *
5:00p Meals

Sunday, August f'
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f\{I Vatican Splendors: A Journey The date for the Faith Formation

through Faith & Art, now open at
the Missouri History Museum. We are pleased
to announce that due to popular demand the
Parish Advantage discount program has been
extended unti Sunday, August 1° To
purchase your discounted tickets please visit
www.ticketmaster.com or dial 1-877-2VATICAN
or visit the Missouri History Museum Box
Office. When ordering online or via phone be
sure to use special password "PARISH."
Also, July is "Family Month" at Vatican
Splendors! For a limited time, visitors can
receive one (1) FREE Children's ticket (6—12
years) with each purchase of a discounted
Parish Advantage Adult ticket. The free child’s
ticket offer is only valid when all tickets are
purchased at the Missouri History Museum box
office and expires on August 1°

meeting has been changed to July 31, 2010 at 9am
in the St. Vincent church annex. Sorry for any
inconvenience the date change may have caused.
Please consider joining this committee.

We hold in prayer and lament this day

the terrible suffering of all life-forms in the Gulf
of Mexico.

We grieve the profound marring of your
creation and the threat to coastal ways of life.
Have mercy O God, have mercy.

Grant wisdom and perseverance to all who
struggle to contain this disaster.

Let those who lost their lives rest in peace.
And send out your Holy Spirit,

to create anew the face of this earth.

\

From Pray Tellatwww.PrayTellBlog.com
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Tickets on Sale for the
J&3 Erin Bode "Hand of

g Hope" Concert

uﬂmmsmnbemwwMaMr

J3 Masses for the "Hand of Hope"

d3 concert featuring St. Louis' own

JJ Erin Bode. The concert is on

4J Aug. 8", 4-7:30 p.m. in the parish hall and proceeds
benefit the Social Ministries Program. VIP tickets

g are $75 and include priority seating, reserved %
parking, complimentary wine, beer, and

Jy appetizers. Cabaret tickets are $35 and include Jy

JJ appetizers and a complimentary drink. To make J3

dd reservations, see the ticket sellers after Mass or call Jg

JJ Kathy Stowers at 636-448-1064. Please invite your dd

% friends to enjoy this special evening and thank you 2]

for supporting the Social Ministries Program.
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SAVE THESE DATES IR

September 18 " ,
Let's Start the Music $ & #

September 26 I 1
Feast of St. Vincent DePaul Jubilee %
Mass at 10am with the Archbishop ( ) ( (
October 16 ™
Trivia Night
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25 Angele Burns g o
26 Janice Bent ' »
26 Celia Meisch ‘\'
26 Bill Pilacinski ’ \
27 Jolie Wells ‘a'P,o
29 Sean O'Toole )3‘w }‘»d {
30 Alisha Clarke «J’“-J“'

30 Aaron Frei
30 Mary McCaffrey
30 Michelle Pike
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those who are sick & their caregivers:
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those who are in need of special prayer,
especially those serving in the armed forces:
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All those who allow us to serve them at the
clothing window, Let’s Start, meals, and the
sandwich window.

If you have a person you would like added to

our prayer list, call Ali at 314-231-9328 or email:

bulletin@stvstl.org
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...to be stewards of your parish.
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Stewardship
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Congregation of the Mission Daughters of Charity st&is of Charity

Ladies of Charity Society of St. Vincent de Paul n&éntian Marian Youth
Vincentian Service Corps Gateway Vincentian Volense Vincentian Affiliates
Daughters’ Affiliates Ascension Health Associates arishioners, collaborators
Former CM’s Former DC’s Friends and family

together with the rest of the Church and the world,
to give honor to St. Vincent de Paul and St. Louisde Marillac
as witnesses to and examples of love and servicdlod poor.
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Vincentian Service Projects in St. Louis & EastlSiuis
and/ or
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Eucharistic Liturgy 2:00 p.m. at St. Louis CathddBasilica
Archbishop Robert Carlson
Fr. Gregory Gay, CM, Superior General

Archdiocesan Choir
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