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All Kinds of Holy Families
(By Regina Siegfried, ASC)

The story in today's Gospel is about an ordinary family which doesn't always
communicate well or understand what they say to each other. It's about a twelve-year
old boy who begins to assert his independence. It's a story of pain, reunion, and relief.
It's the tale of families everywhere and at any time. It's our story.

Both Joseph and Mary seemed to have assumed that Jesus was traveling with
the other, if men and women made the homeward journey in the company of the same
sex. They could have been clearer in their communication about who had the child.
Jesus, in the meantime, had already slipped past their notice to stay in the temple to
listen to the teachers and astound them with “his understanding and his answers.”
When the frantic Joseph and Mary finally found him, they didn't even take time to be
proud of their son; instead, Mary, with the anguished voice of mothers through the
centuries, laments, “Son, why have you done this to us?” Jesus' pert yet respectful
reply, “Why were you looking for me. Did you not know that | must be in my Father's
house,” only confuses them. This family has a lot to talk about and clear up on the way
back home.

Families come in many forms—two parents, single parents, parents of the same
sex; families with kids in tow work at being holy families. Today's celebration of the Holy
Family gives us the opportunity to reflect on our own families and to realize that even the
Holy Family had its moments of distress, disagreement, bafflement, and confusion.
Those times don't lessen the love and the ties that bind families together.

Consider families across our planet torn apart by war, disappeared children,
violence, disease and hunger. Today we can remember these holy families who suffer
from unjust social systems, who live in countries where the government functions less
than adequately, and who see their relatives poorly treated by some people more
interested in power than in compassion.

Reading the names of the families in our “Book of Innocents” is a sobering
experience. The enduring heartache of parents and siblings who have lost children and
a brother or sister is written behind each name. The least we as parishioners can do for
these families is to let them know that we are
with them in their loss, since words inadequately
say what we'd like them to know.

Ponder:
What amazes me about my family?
How can we as a parish and as families reach
out to families across the globe who suffer
injustice?

Do:

Tell family members that you love them.




You can submit requests to the
parish office or email:

bulletin@stvstl.org

linisdry Schedule

Friday
January 1st 10:00am

Saturday

January 2nd 4:30pm
L-Chris Kerlick
M-Suzann Barry
M-Judy Sieckhaus
M-Bob Sieckhaus

Sunday

January 3rd 9:00am
L-Dorothy McFadden
L-Mary Kay McKenzie
M-Sr. Mary Roch Rocklage
M-Sr. Sandy Schwartz
M-Joan Soiab
M-Greg Stark
M-Marie Gray-Storf

11:00am

L-Tom Elder
L-Mary Fischer

Sunday, January 3ikeam 1

Sunday, December 27th
5:00p Meals

Monday, December 28th
OFFICE CLOSED
NO MASS
5:00P Meals

Tuesday, December 29th
5:00p Meals
6:30p Let's Start

Wednesday, December 30th
5:00p Meals

Thursday, December 31st
OFFICE CLOSED
NO MASS
NO MEALS

Friday, January 1, 2010
OFFICE CLOSED
10:00a Mass
NO MEALS
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Stewardship

For the week of 12/21/0]  Year-to-date Livine Mission
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From Fr. Otto’s Twisted Mind
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Dec 26

Dec 27 , 122,
Dec 28

Dec 29 2,0
Dec 30 2,0
Dec 31

Jan 1 2,

The Faith Formation Committee

will be no re-orders once these are gone.

still has 3 books

left of Reading God's Word for $13.00
each. If you want one, please contact Ali in
the office or Linda at 231.9328. There /




(?\\4 n+ +1+21 & $%
1 \ / '1 ) 4 $
Ak Y. )$$ 288 2
=7 oy $
Ken Parker will be facilitating our parish RCIA

program . Anyone interested in the Catholic Faith or
wanting more information about this program, please call
Linda at 314.231.9328
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Prayer Shawl Reminder I
The Ladies of Charity sponsor a Prayer Shawl
ministry inspired by and in memory of our dear
friend and deceased member, Chris Baker . H
To request a shawl for a family member or friend H
who is ill, please contact Jean Caton at
catonjr@sbcglobal.net I
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Our Neighbors’ Events

Lecture: “How Bodily is the Bodily Resurrection” on Sunday,
January 31st at 3:00pm. Admission is free. For further
information, call 314.256.8810 or email lecture@ai.edu

Eastern Spirituality with Paul Couthino, S.J.
Thursdays 6:30 - 9pm, Feb. 4 - March 4, 2010
Cost: $35 per session / $150 for all 5 sessions

Many other excellent spring course offerings - now enrolling
To register or for more information call 800.977.2752
Making Faith a Career Open House
Have you ever wanted to learn more about the Church and
your faith? Then come check out Aquinas Institute of Theol-
ogy. We are a graduate school of theology and ministry
located right here in St. Louis! Our Spring Open House will
be held Feb 14-15, 2010. Call for more information:
314.256.8806 or 800.977.2752.
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