
 

 

  December 12 and 13, 2009  Third Sunday of Advent 
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Kathy Vanek 
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Ray Martin & Bob Zurfluh 
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Dennis Turek             
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Letôs Start  ǅ  314-241-2324 

We, the people of Saint Vincent DePaul Parish in the  Archdiocese of Saint Louis, 
Missouri, are committed to following Jesus Christ, Evangelizer of the poor.  We do 
this through: 
§ Eucharistic centered worship and continued spiritual formation. 
§ Service to the poor and oppressed. 

§ Preaching the Gospel by word and action in an ecumenical spirit. 

Parish Office 

1408 South 10th Street 
St. Louis, MO  63104 

Phone ǅ (314) 231-9328  

Fax ǅ (314) 621-2232 
Email ǅ mail@stvstl.org 

Website ǅ http://www.stvstl.org ñShout for Joy, O Daughter Zionò 
(By Regina Siegfried, ASC) 

 
  Exuberance, joy, and delight spill over in the first two readings for this 
Sunday traditionally known as Gaudete, (Latin for rejoice).  The prophet             
Zephaniah and  Paul encourage their listeners to rejoice in God's presence 
among them.  God ñsings joyfully because of you.ò  That is reason to ñrejoice in 
the Lord always,ò as Paul instructs the people of Philippi.  These two Biblical 
writers, aware of the difficulties that often beset God's people, nevertheless 
preach delight in God, pleasure in God's saving grace, and happiness that God 
is ever near. 
 Isn't it often difficult to ñshout for joyò in the face of injustice, war, hunger, 
poverty, and want on all sides?  A cursory look around us reveals homeless 
people and folks who hope we can feed them; unjust political and social                    
systems deprive people in need from services such as health care, housing, 
and adequate education.  Indeed, what is there to be happy about, even during 
a season devoted to buying gifts and going to parties? 
 The writers of these two pieces of Scripture tap into the true reason for 
rejoicing in the face of difficulties: ñGod is in your midst, a mighty saviorò are 
words of encouragement from Zephaniah;  Paul urges the Philippians to make 
their requests ñknown to God.  Then the peace of God that surpasses all                  
understanding will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.ò  Faith and                  
patience help us see underneath and beyond the sorrow and pain that could 
easily overwhelm us.  God is with us in whatever hardships we face. 
 John the Baptist makes another appearance in today's Gospel from 
Luke.  If he were to stop by in the hall today, he'd be pleased, for he'd see              
people willing to give the metaphorical ñtwo cloaksò and the real food that will 
pour through our doors.  He'd be right there, ñexhorting us in many ways, and 
preaching the good news to the people.ò  Indeed, he would see the good news 
lived out in generous people and parishioners who give us cause to                 
rejoice always. 
 
Ponder: 
 
¶ When am I truly happy and joyful? 
¶ What can I do to give joy to others? 
 
Do: 
 
Give generous and joyful help during this week of 
hard work for the Christmas program. 
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Sacraments & Masses  

  4:30 pm Saturday  

  9:00 am Sunday  

11 :00 am Sunday  

12:05 pm Monday -Friday  

  6:30 pm Holy Days  

Miraculous Medal  

Devotion After  

Monday Mass  

    Reconciliation  

3:45 - 4:15 pm Saturday  or by 

appointment  

                      Other Sacraments  

                 by appointment  

 
Sunday, December 13th 

   1-5pm           Drop-off Sunday 
Monday, December 14th 
   8:30am-1pm  Sorting 
Tuesday, December 15th 

   8:30am-1pm Sorting 
Wednesday, December 16th 

   8:30am-2pm Senior Packing 
   6:30pm         Finance Committee 
Thursday, December 17th 

   8:30am-2pm Senior Delivery 
Friday, December 18th 
   8:30am-8pm  Family Shopping 

Saturday D, December 19th 
   8:30am-2pm Family Shoppng 
Sunday, December 20 
   5:00pm         Christmas Novena  

Bulletin Deadline  

Tuesday at Noon  

You can submit requests to the 
parish office or email: 

 bulletin@stvstl.org  

Mass Intentions  

Saturday, December 12th  

   4:30p   

Sunday, December 13th  

Third Sunday of Advent 

          9:00a   

        11:00a    

Monday, December 14th  

        12:05p   

Tuesday, December 15th  

         12:05p   

 Wednesday, December 16th  

         12:05p   

Thursday, December 17th  

         12:05p  

Friday, December 18th  

         12:05p    

Saturday, December 19th  

          4:30p   

Sunday, December 20th  

 Fourth Sunday of Advent 

          9:00a   

        11:00a   

         

Parish Office Hours 

MondayɂFriday 
8:30 am to 4:30 pm  

Saturday  
9:00 am to 4:00 pm 

Closed Sunday, Holy Days &       
Holidays 

To register in the parish,                
contact the Parish Office at     

314.231.9328 

Readings for the Week  
December 13-December 20, 2009 

 
Sunday:        Zephaniah 3:14-18a 
  Isaiah 12:2-3, 4, 5-6 
  Philippians 4:4-7 
 Luke 3:10-18 
Monday: Numbers 24:2-7,15-17a 
 Psalm 25:4-5ab,6 & 7bc, 8-9 
 Matthew 21:23-27 
Tuesday: Zephaniah 3:1-2, 9-13 
 Psalm 34:2-3,6-7,17-18,19 & 23
 Matthew 21:28-32   
Wednesday: Isaiah 45:6b-8, 18, 21b-25 
  Psalm 85:9ab & 10,11-12,13-14 
  Luke 7:18b-23 
Thursday: Genesis 49:2, 8-10 
  Psalm 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8, 17 
  Luke 7:18b-23 
  Matthew 1:1-17 
Friday:   Jeremiah 23:5-8 
  Psalm 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19 
  Matthew 1:18-25  
Saturday:   Judges 13:2-7, 24-25a 
  Psalm 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17 
  Luke 1:5-25 
Sunday:  Micah 5:1-4a 
  Psalm 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19 
  Hebrews 10:5-10 
  Luke 1:39-45 

Please call or mail your request for 
Masses to Ali Homer at 
314.231.9328.      

Collection   Counters  

Sunday, December 20th   Team 7  

 
 

 
Saturday,    
December 19th  4:30pm   
 L-Chris Kerlick 
            M-Bob Sieckhaus 
            M-Judy Sieckhaus 
Sunday 
December 20th    9:00am  
 L-Ora Wooldridge 
 L-Teresita Cometa 
            M-Diane Rademacher (B) 
            M-Mary Roch Rocklage 
            M-Bill Scheipeter 
            M-Sandy Schwartz 
            M-Joan Soaib 
            S-Molly Burton 
            S-Bergin Downs 
  11:00am  
 L-Bill Pilacinski 
 L-Franny Russell 
            M-Peggy Pilacinski 
            M-Franny Russell 
            S-Emanuel Parker 

 
This Week  
In  Our Parish  
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FROM THE PASTOR  
 ñRejoice in the Lord Always!  I say it again.  Rejoice!ò [Second reading from Paulôs Letter to the people of 
Philippi] and ñShout for joy, O daughter Zion!  Sign Joyfully, O Israel!ò  [First reading from the Prophet Zephaniah]  
This is Gaudete Sunday.  Based on the first word of the Introit of the Mass for the third Sunday in Advent, the 
third Sunday was called Gaudete meaning Rejoice.   
 I write this as I have Christmas CDôs playing in my office.  Right now I have selections from the Mormon 
Tabernacle Choir, the Robert Shaw Chorale, Virgil Fox, the Boston Pops and a sweet disk titled Black Nativity.   
The music seems to just tumble out of a pair of oversized speakers.  I am a kid who is thinking of Christmas.  
 Thinking can be a dangerous exercise for me.  I know that Advent is a season that leads up to the full joy 
of Christmas like a crescendo in an orchestral piece.  Yet, I feel the spirit of Christmas right this minute.  Our Christmas Food Program 
is about to happen.  For a short while, we will try to address the hunger about us.  Literally hundreds of volunteers of many different 
ages and faiths will go smilingly and quickly about their tasks to meet the needs of otherðsometimes faceless, people. 
  In the Gospel, crowds flock to John the Baptist and ask:  ñWhat ought we to do?ò  Actions.  They are 

 very important since they often speak much louder than wordsðthat is what my Daddy always told 
me:  ñActions speak louder than words.ò  What we say, what we think, all our good resolutions can be very 
cheap unless they flow into action. 
 After the eleven oôclock Mass our sanctuary will become barren.  That is action.  This is a great 
way to visualize hunger.  Our altar was filled with food.  It will be gone.  People to whom the food goes will 
feel the plenty only to be replaced once again by the hunger.  We have made a great start.  Now, we have 
to live that response.  Not just now at Advent.  Every day!  We have been talking about physical hunger.  
But there is another type of hunger which this season also addresses. 

 Each new day is a call for us to deepen our hunger for the Lord.  This hunger must be a longing that 
leads us to action.  We cannot direct our actions only toward some faceless ñpeople.ò  That deeper hunger and longing is 

meaningless unless it manifests itself in the way we treat those nearest and dearest to us as well as those whom we volunteer to serve.  
Our actions must speak that hunger louder than our words.  They are the channels through which the joy and music of the season can 
blast forth.  Witnessing the actions of so many this week assures that I cannot but have the Christmas spirit.  The carol Sweet Little 
Jesus Boy receives new and deeper significance each year, in each of our hearts, as we deepen our hunger and thirst for the 
Lord.  And the proof of that hunger and thirst is found in our actions.  ñRejoice in the Lord Always!  I say it again.  
Rejoice!ò  Gaudete! 



 

 

Happy Birthday  

Together We Celebrate  
December  

13  Cameron Freeman 

13  Merissa Hoffman 

13 Ali Homer 

13  Jim Rellihan 

13  Joseph Ross 

13  Marilynn Wilke 

14 Edward Elking 

14  Eva Mouton 

14 Carol Wright 

15 Cathy Derda 

15  Sally Pitlyk 

16  Suzann Barry 

16  Katrina Clarke 

16  Mary Koenig 

17  LaVias Burns 

17  Chris Hanewinkel 

17 Tom Poelker 

17  Jackson Tauser 

18  Linda Gaertner 

18  Nicole Miller 

18 Margaret Tauser 

19 Chad Thurman 

19 Sarah Dalton 

19  John Pawlikowski 

19  Joey Wiss 

We, the people of St. Vincent 
DePaul parish in the  Archdiocese 
of St. Louis, MO, are               

committed to following              
Jesus Christ, evangelizer of 
the poor.  We do this through:  

Stewardship 

 For the week of 11/30/09 Year-to-date 

 
Parish acct. revenue    $4,791.30  $142,850.51  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
¶ Working at the senior dinner dance  
 
¶ Teaching childrenôs Liturgy 

 
¶ Being part of the Christmas Program 

 

¶ Eucharistic minister 
 

 

Please share with us the way you 
are ñLIVING THE MISSIONò 
here at St. Vincentôs. 

Parish acct. budgeted expense    $6,958.00   

Parish acct. actual expense    $142,736.39 

Parish acct. Surplus (Deficit)  ($2,166.70)         $114.12  
 

Social Ministries revenue    $3,031.00     $65,890.95 

Social Ministries budgeted expense    $4,403.00   

Social Ministries actual expense       $90,526.38 

Social Ministries Surplus (Deficit)  ($1,372.00)   ($24,635.43)  

Total revenue    $7,822.30    $208,741.46 

Total budgeted expense  $11,361.00   

Total actual expense      $233,262.77 

Total Surplus (Deficit)  ($3,538.70)   ($24,521.31)  

A heartfelt THANK YOU to the men 
who helped carry the rummage                 
u p s t a i r s  o n              
December 4th. 

The ñrummage angelsò cannot             
express in words how much we                       
appreciated you helping to ñlighten 
the loadò.  Hope to see you again 
on January 8th. 

Important dates to remember for bulletin deadlines:  
 
December 27th bulletin items must be turned into office 
or bulletin editor by December 18th at NOON. 
 
January 3rd bulletin items must be turned into office or 
bulletin editor by December 23rd at NOON. 
 
Thank you for your attention to these deadlines! 



 

 

Close as tomorrow, the sun 
shall appear.  Freedom is 
coming and healing is near; 
and I shall be with you, in 
laughter and pain.  To stand in 
the wind and walk in the 
reign . . . To walk in the reign. 



 

 

    

    

   

    

    

    

    

Sat Dec 19 
3:45 p 
4:30 p 

Reconciliation 
Mass 

Sun Dec 20 
9:00 a & 11:00 a 

5:00 p 
Mass 

Christmas Novena 

Thu Dec 24 
4:30 p 

12:00 m 
Kidsõ Mass 

Midnight Mass 

Fri Dec 25 10:00 a  Christmas Day Mass 

Sat Dec 26 
3:45 p 
4:30 p 

Reconciliation 
Mass 

Sun Dec 27 9:00 a & 11:00 a Mass 

Mon Dec 28 No Mass 

Tue Dec 29 12:05 p Mass 

Wed Dec 30 12:05 p Mass 

Thu Dec 31 No Mass 

Fri Jan 1 10:00 a  New Years Day Mass 9th  Street  &  Park  Avenue  
314-231-9328 

 

 

Ken Parker will be facilitating our parish RCIA                 
program.  Anyone interested in the Catholic Faith or 
wanting more information about this program, please 
call Linda at 314.231.9328 

whatôs going on at St. Vincentôs 

The Liturgy of the Word for Children will 
be resuming in January.  Please check the 
bulletin in the next few weeks for             
details. 

We will celebrate a Mass for parents who 
have lost children on the Feast of the Holy 
Family, December 27

th
 at 11:00.  Beginning 

this week a book will be placed in the back of 
church.  Parents are encouraged to write the 
name of the child in the book.  Pictures, remembrances 
and stories are also welcome.  This book will be brought 
forward during the Mass and will be kept from year to 
year to commemorate all of the beloved children who 
have died.  If you have lost a child please call the office to 
give Ali the name so that it can be read during the Liturgy, 
please also let Ali know if you are going to attend the               
Liturgy on December 27th. 

The Altar Society will be collecting money donations to purchase Christmas flowers THIS              

weekend, December 19th and 20th after all the Masses. 


